ASCENSION
CATHOLIC PARISH
APRIL 9 & 10, 2022

Sharing the Spirit
Together in Christ
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

MASS TIMES
WEEKDAY MASSES

Ascension Catholic Parish is a community of disciples of Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord, guided on
our journey by the Holy Spirit to further the Kingdom of God, through committed
Worship, Catechesis, Fellowship and Service

Monday - Saturday: 9:00am

Psalm 22: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

WEEKEND MASSES

PALM SUNDAY

Saturday: 5:00pm & 7:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am; 10:00am;

12:00pm & 4:00pm

LIVE STREAM MASS
Sunday: 10:00am

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Avinash Colaco
Associate: Fr. Naveed Arif
Vicar: Fr. Adrian Martens (Sundays)

Deacon: Patrick Woo
Seminarian: Ian Mahood

A great crowd welcomed their hero into Jerusalem with a parade of palms and shouts of “Hosanna to the King of Israel.” But
most of them were looking for an earthly king. They weren’t
prepared for a suffering Savior and a cruel cross. Five days later,
some of them vilified their fallen hero with shouts of “Crucify
Him!”
It’s no different 20 centuries later. There are crowds everywhere,
it seems, who respond to Jesus with rejection, ridicule and hatred. There are also many who are sitting on the fence. They
admire Jesus but are not ready to be His disciples.
Thankfully there are also countless millions across the globe whose hearts are filled to
overflowing with Hosannas to our Saviour and King, and whose lives are dedicated to fulfilling His mission. If you meet people who despise Jesus, show them His love. If you know
some who are still on the fence, invite them to join the Palm Sunday parade.
Our Savior and King, help us to be your inviting people, welcoming everyone to join your
Palm Sunday parade. Amen
Drawn to the Cross - Henri J. M. Nouwen

Admin Assist: Jenn Pashula
Sacraments : Linda Hengen
Bookkeeper: Nora Alzamora
Resource: Connie Raz

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday—Saturday
9:30am - 4:00pm
Closed for Lunch 12 - 1pm

CONFESSIONS

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Tuesday - Saturday:
8:15am - 8:45am
Saturdays: 4:00pm - 4:45pm
Sundays: 7:00am - 7:45am

Please call the office at
403.275.2240
When prompted
Press 2 for Fr. Avinash
Press 3 for Fr. Naveed

1100 Berkshire Blvd NW Calgary, AB T3K 3M3
Phone 403.275.2240 | Fax 403.274.3969 | www.ascensionparish.ca
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EVENTS & INFORMATION
EASTER MASS SCHEDULE

PALM SUNDAY - April 10th - Saturday 5pm & 7pm,
Sunday 8am & 10am (live stream), 12pm & 4pm
HOLY THURSDAY - April 14th - 8pm (live stream)
Adoration until midnight
GOOD FRIDAY - April 15th - Stations of the Cross - 9am
Service 12pm & 3pm (live stream)
EASTER VIGIL - April 16th - 8pm (live stream)
EASTER SUNDAY - April 17th - 8am, 10am (live stream)
12pm, 2pm, & 4pm

Synod In-Person Listening Session
April 26th at 6:30pm at the Church.
The Synodal process provides an opportunity to discern
together how to move forward on the path towards being a more synodal Church in the long-term. We will
gather at our in-person session as a large group, then
break out into smaller groups. In those smaller groups,
we will listen with open hearts as each person answers
two questions. At the end of the listening round, the
small group will arrive at a consensus as to the important
points that emerged from the listening rounds. These
points will be shared with our Bishop. The listening process will be repeated for the 2nd question, with a summary provided for that question as well. The small
groups will then come back together for the closing remarks and a final Blessing.
If you would like to learn more about the Synodal process, please click here:
https://www.synod.va/en.html. Our Diocese has great
information as well:
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/synod.html
We want to you to be a part of this, so please sign up on
our website www.ascensionparish.ca.

PRACTICING THE HABIT OF SACRIFICIAL LOVE
St Gianna Molla said, “Love and sacrifice are closely
linked, like the sun and the light. We cannot love without
suffering and we cannot suffer without love”.
During this week, let us help each other focus on habits
that will strengthen sacrificial love. This might include
learning how to accept suffering, hard times and limitations as Jesus did – with love, patience, humility and a
faith in the hope offered by the empty tomb of Easter.

SACRAMENTS
We are a Parish offering Sacramental programs to those in
our community. We invite all persons, couples and families
who are seeking one of the Sacraments to contact the
office for more information.
Reconciliation / First Holy Communion: In the Diocese of
Calgary, children receiving the Sacrament of First Holy
Communion must first receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Therefore, preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are combined in the
same school year. Registration for Reconciliation and First
Holy Communion Sessions for 2022 / 2023 will open June
2022.
Confirmation: Children in grade 6 and up can
register for the preparation of the Sacrament
of Confirmation if they have been Baptized,
have been prepared for Reconciliation and
have received First Holy Communion.
Registration for 2023 will open in June 2022.
Sacraments for Teens: Do you have a teenager that has
missed one or more of their Sacraments? Sacraments for
Teens is designed to prepare them for their missed Sacraments and to come into full communion with the Catholic
Church. The program consists of six sessions, and runs from
November to April. Sessions will begin in November 2022
and registration will open in June 2022.
Baptism for School Aged Children: In collaboration with
our Catholic Schools, we offer Baptism for School Aged
Children between the ages of seven and twelve. The spring
session is now closed. Please contact baptism@ascensionparish.ca for information on when this will
be offered next.
Baptism for Infants: Baptisms are celebrated Wednesday
to Saturday at 10am. Please call Linda at 403.275.2240 ext
6 or email baptism@ascensionparish.ca to register.
Baptism Preparation Class: Preparation classes take place
on the 1st Saturday of each month at 10am. Baptism celebration will be booked after you attend the class.
Please call Linda at 403.275.2240 ext 6 or email
baptism@ascensionparish.ca to register.
Marriage: By appointment, 6 months in advance. Please
contact the office.
Marriage Preparation: 3rd Saturday of every month. Please
contact the office for more information.
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
For more information contact the Parish office.
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A CALL TO SERVICE
MISSIONARY DISCIPLE SPOTLIGHT

FINANCE COUNCIL

My name is Twila Tayfel, I volunteer
with several ministries including: Sacristan, Eucharistic Minister of Holy
Communion (EMHC), Catholic Women’s League (CWL), of which I am the
current Parish President, and Ascension Communication Team (ACT). I
started volunteering in 2015 as an
EMHC. I became a Sacristan and a
member of CWL in 2016 and joined ACT in 2021. I volunteer as
a way to share my time and talents with others. The best part
of volunteering is meeting all the amazing people that make up
our Parish. I feel like the people I am privileged to serve with
have become part of my family. If you are not sure about volunteering or about what ministry to volunteer in, ask the people
serving at your Mass time and watch the videos on our website
highlighting the different ministries. There is a role for everyone
here at the Parish. A favourite quote of mine is attributed to St.
Therese of Lisieux "A word or a smile is often enough to put
fresh life in a despondent soul."

This week, you will notice that our weekly reporting has changed. Previously, we reported on
the collections received in comparison to our
budgeted operating costs. Going forward, we will
report on the collections received in comparison to
our actual operating costs. What this means is
that our operating cost figure will fluctuate on a
weekly basis depending on the needs of the Parish.
Reporting the actual operating expenses will increase transparency to our parishioners and give a
clear picture of how your donations are working

PARISH MISSION
Thank you to all those who took part in our Parish Mission and
Penitential Service last week. Michael
Chiasson, Fr. Naveed and Ian Mahood
did an amazing job of inspiring us to
continue on our Lenten journey.

YOUTH GROUP
Are you in Grade 5-8?
If so, we have GREAT news for you!! We are starting up a junior
high youth group called “Metanoia Junior” or “Meta-J”. Sessions
will take place every 2nd Thursday from 6:30pm-8:00pm. Upcoming dates are April 14,& 28, May 12 & 26, & June 9. The
evening will include games, faith
formation and small group discussions.
If you are looking to grow closer to
Jesus and experience true Christian
JOY, come check out Meta-J.

We would also like to report that in the last two
weeks, we have collected $4,840.57 for the Ukraine
Emergency Relief effort through Development and
Peace.
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MINISTRY CONTACTS

Administrative Assistant: Jenn Pashula | office@ascensionparish.ca
Volunteer Resource: Connie Raz | resource@ascensionparish.ca

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Linda Hengen | baptism@ascensionparish.ca
Sacramental Preparation: Linda Hengen | sacraments@ascensionparish.ca
Marriage Prep: Ferdie Gayos | marriageprep.ascension@telus.net
RCIA: Rob Kehrig | robkehrig@gmail.com

MINISTRIES
Parish Council: Rodel Cenabre I rodelcenabre@gmail.com
Finance Council: Christina Dao | c_dc_d@hotmail.com
Building Fund: Mark Holland | markholland@shaw.ca
Special Events Fundraising: Holly Davidson I hollyd@telus.net
Ex-ord. Min. of Holy Communion: Nadia Oliverio | nadia.oliverio@shaw.ca
Liturgical Ministries: Nadia Oliverio | nadia.oliverio@shaw.ca
Lectors: Andrew Harich | harich0307@gmail.com
Choirs: DeeDee Hedley | ddhedley@shaw.ca
Sacristans: James Chuah | jameschuah10248@gmail.com
Ushers: Richard Svoboda I ricsvo@shaw.ca
Greeters: Eneyo Eyo | eneyo.eyo@gmail.com
Mass Participation Tracker: Flor De Souza | flordes18@yahoo.ca
Weekday Masses: Connie Raz | connieraz@gmail.com
Ascension Communication Team (ACT) I office@ascensionparish.ca
Pastoral Care: Nalini Plesche | plesche@shaw.ca
Youth: Ian Mahood | youth@ascensionparish.ca
Sanitizing: Manny Lorica | elorica@shaw.ca

LAY ASSOCIATIONS
Catholic Women’s League: Twila Tayfel | cwl.ascension@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus: Phil Fitzgerald | gk10065@kofc.ab.ca
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Davina Janssens | ssvp.ascension@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Hamper Request | 587.755.3855

An apology from the Holy Father
During the Final Audience with all the Indigenous Delegation, the Holy Father
expressed “sorrow and shame” for the abuse and lack of respect for Indigenous
identities, culture and spiritual values in the residential school system. He said,
“I ask for God’s forgiveness and I want to say to you with all my heart: I am very
sorry. And I join my brothers, the Canadian bishops, in asking your pardon.”

ONLINE AUCTION UPDATE
Ascension Catholic Parish 2nd
Online Auction
April 29 – May 14, 2022.
We are now busy preparing the
auction website for this incredible event! Stay tuned for more
details coming soon!
Special thanks to our
generous donors for
providing amazing
auction items.

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR

If you would like to contribute for
flowers on the Altar at Easter and
have your loved one prayed for
throughout the Easter Season,
please pick up an envelope in the
Narthex or contact the office by
Tuesday April 12th.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for April 2022
Let us pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the
elderly, especially in the poorest
countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and
local communities
- Pope Francis -

Read the full address from Pope Francis to the Indigenous Delegation
Read the latest statement from CCCB: Canada's Catholic Bishops welcome Pope
Francis' apology
Read Faithfully (April 4) for more information.

Stay up to date by visiting our Social Media
www.facebook.com/ascensionparishcalgary https://twitter.com/RCAscensionYYC https://www.instagram.com/ascensioncatholic/

