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Dear Parishioners -  
 

He is Risen, Alleluia! As we celebrate the beautiful season of Easter, we rejoice and 
are grateful for the hope and joy that comes with the Resurrection. Soon we will cel-
ebrate our Feast Day of the Ascension of Our Lord. What an exciting time for our 
Parish, and we are so grateful for all of the blessings He has bestowed upon us. In 
that same spirit, we take this opportunity to thank our volunteers for all that they 
do. Without you, our Parish would not be successful. We are forever grateful for 
your dedication and service especially during this past year. So many of you have 
gone above and beyond and we are blessed beyond measure. If you’re not currently 
volunteering, consider this an invitation to get involved!  
 

Peace, 
Fr. Avi 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday  

9:30am - 1:00pm 

By appointment only  

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Fr. Avinash Colaco 

Associate: Fr. Adrian Martens 

Deacon: Patrick Woo 

Resource: Sharron Robinson 

Sacraments: Jenn Pashula 

Bookkeeper: Nora Alzamora      
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ON-LINE AUCTION UPDATE 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) UPDATE 

SACRAMENTAL UPDATE 
Twenty-four adults were welcomed into the Church this  Easter season, receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, making a 
Profession of Faith, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.  We are also excited to announce that 16 youth that have missed 
Sacraments will be Baptised, receive Holy Eucharist, and be Confirmed and  sixteen school aged children will be Bap-
tized.   Congratulations to all of you!   
 

We would like to acknowledge the 143 students preparing for their Confirmation and the 176 students who are prepar-
ing to receive Holy Communion.  We are excited for the celebrations of those Sacraments which will take place later 
this spring.  Infant Baptisms are continuing every week with private family Baptisms with  up to ten people.  If you have 
any questions about Baptisms or the Sacraments, please contact Jenn at sacraments@ascensionparish.ca or call 403-
275-2240. 

Pastoral Council hope that you found our videos helpful in reflecting and practicing the habits of self examination, 
prayer, fasting, giving, gratitude and sacrificial love in your Lenten journey.  It was such a pleasure to reach out to 
some of our Senior homes by delivering cards and invitations to join us in our Lenten journey.  
 

Our Parish Feast Day is fast approaching and although we are still under Covid 19 restrictions we are hoping to have a 
plan in place shortly to celebrate this. Please continue to stay updated on Parish news through our website, Facebook, 
and Instagram. 
 

On behalf of your Parish Council, we wish you and your families a Blessed Easter. May the Risen Christ be with you and 
your families throughout the year.  

              A HUGE THANK YOU! 
 
 

Our first Online Auction raised an outstanding $31,243 and your support is greatly 
appreciated.  
 

To everyone who donated an item to the auction, to those who purchased an item, made 
a donation or purchased a prize draw ticket, thank you. We could not have done this with-
out you!  
 

All of the funds that were raised will be directed to our Building Renovation Fund. 
 

       BUILDING FUND COMMITTEE – PAD DONORS 
 Please consider becoming a PAD donor. PAD is Pre-Authorized Donation and is essentially a recurring transfer from your bank ac-

count or credit card to the Parish, similar to a regular recurring bill payment.  

 

As of today, only 500 out of 7,600 registered families are using PAD. PAD donations are very helpful for the Parish as they provide 
steady and predictable income. In addition, they are easy and convenient for you.  A weekly PAD donation of just $20, split between 
Operations and the Building Fund will have a huge impact.   

 

Our renovations have given us a beautiful new building for worship, but we also have a $12.3M mortgage. It is a lot, but by working 
together, we can pay it off. 

 
You can sign up to become a PAD donor by picking up a form from the Parish Narthex or simply downloading it from our website at 
www.ascensionparish.ca/pre-authorized-pad. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and participation. 

mailto:sacraments@ascensionparish.ca
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ascensionparish.ca%2Fpre-authorized-pad&data=04%7C01%7CSandra.Will-Krile%40ihsmarkit.com%7C4b785f6724c440eaeb2908d8fe22a1c3%7Cc1156c2fa3bb4fc4ac073eab96da8d10%7C0%7C0%7C637538772007321606%7C


Page 3 

JANUARY 1st to MARCH 31st, 2021      

Revenue   Other Collections 

Collection - Envelopes $42,130      

Collection - Loose $9,712  Together in Action $14,822 

Pre-Authorized Deposits, CC, E-transfers $94,735      

Other Revenue $24,687      

     Other Special Collections   

Total Revenue $171,264  Needs of the Church (Holy Land)   

                                   (Apr 2) $155 

Expenses    Good Shepherd Sunday 

  Salaries & Benefits $38,929                                (Apr 25) 

Maintenance $44,783  Pope's Pastoral Works   

Rectory $4,186                                (May 16)   

Administration/Office $9,424  World Mission Sunday 

$400 Diocesan Support $16,482                               (Oct 24) 

Programs $3,705  Catholic Education Sunday   

Donations                                (Nov 07)   

     Mission Mexico 

  Total Expenses $117,509                              (Dec 12) 

     Holy Childhood $150 

Net Operations $53,755  Other Special Collections   

     

Building Fund Collection $123,083    

(Loan / Saving )    

Central Fund Savings $71,000 Loan Payments $112,926  

     

Loan Balance $12,321,213 Net Building Fund $10,157  

Finance Council is pleased to provide 
this report on our first three months of 
financial results for 2021. As noted, we 
had a positive increase in our cash flow 
over operating costs of $53,755, due in 
part to more Parishioners supporting 
us through the Pre-Authorized Dona-
tion (PAD) option and with e-transfers. 

Building Fund donations also covered 
our loan payment cost, and the surplus 
of $10,157 will be applied to the build-
ing debt loan. 

Next month the Finance Council will be 
reporting to you how we fared in the 
year 2020, a very challenging year due 
to the pandemic.  God Bless and thank 
you for your continuing support. 

        QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
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HOW DOES THE CROSS OF JESUS APPLY TO OUR LIVES TODAY? 

 

Jesus’ appointment with the Cross was not some random historical event. He was sent 
specifically by our Heavenly Father to destroy the barrier that existed between man and 
God; and to get us out of the mess we created in the Garden of Eden.  
 
God made perfect people in a perfect environment and He hung out with them. Adam 
and Eve didn’t know anything about stress or sickness or hunger or pain or death. And 
then one day God’s enemy decided to stir things up a little. The unfortunate result was 
that Adam and Eve made a deal with the devil over an apple in the Garden. In that one 
simple decision, they invited sin and darkness into humanity, all because they didn’t be-
lieve what God had told them. Adam and Eve tried to hide themselves from God. They 
were too embarrassed to go to the only One who could fix their predicament. 
 
From God’s perspective: He created a perfect world for His perfect children, and we made a mess, partnering with 
hate instead of love, and inviting suffering instead of perfection. Parents normally go out of their way to create a 
pleasant world for their children unless they are selfish. Parent’s hearts are filled with joy when the child is happy 
and healthy; and nothing brings more pain than to watch your child suffer. In fact, most parents will say that they 
would prefer to suffer themselves rather than to watch their kids suffer.  
 
God Heavenly Father is our parent. He created a perfect life for us, His children, and the plan was that everyone 
would live happily ever after. And then came the serpent, followed by pain, emotional turmoil, struggle and em-
barrassment that we had chosen everything awful instead of what God had given. God went from the joy of hang-
ing out with His joyful children in a perfect setting to watching His favorite ones hide from Him in shame, endure 
pain, and experience death all while struggling to make sense of the mess their lives had become. As a parent, 
think about what that must have done to His heart. Eventually, He couldn’t take it anymore. He had enough of 
watching us suffer and struggle. He wanted to see us healthy, happy and fulfilled in the life that He created for 
each one of us. 
 
Which brings us to Easter and the Cross. The Cross was God suffering instead of us.  The parent taking the pain of 
the child. He suffered enormously in order to reverse the curse of sin and death that humanity had invited. Alt-
hough the Cross is about eternal salvation, it is also about re-establishing God’s order in humanity so that life on 
earth could be joyful and fulfilling again.  
 
So, what about our lives today? Are we filled with joy? Or are we still struggling with the darkness that sin brought 
into our world? Have we accepted darkness as normal? Are we stressed because we are trying to battle through 
the darkness on our own instead of asking God to show us how the Cross has already fixed our issue? 
 
Scripture tells us that Jesus died on the cross to restore our relationship with God. If we are too ashamed to inter-
act with God because of what we have done or what has been done to us, then Jesus died for nothing. But we do 
believe that He has already paid full price for our shame. This season of Easter, can we leave our shame at the 
Cross and be friends with God again and try to hang out with Him? Let us not waste our life struggling through 
things that Jesus has already taken care of.  
 
This season, I want to invite you to examine what is causing you stress in your life.  And choose one thing to leave 
at the Cross. Ask Him to give you the assurance that He has already dealt with your issue, so that you can move 
forward in that area of your life in the Peace and Joy that He has promised. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Avi 



 

Stay up to date by visiting our Social Media  
www.facebook.com/ascensionparishcalgary 

https://twitter.com/RCAscensionYYC 

https://www.instagram.com/ascensioncatholic/ 

MINISTRY CONTACTS 
 

Volunteer Resource: Sharron Robinson | resource@ascensionparish.ca 
Safety Coordinator Lead: Christine Russell I apvolunteer@shaw.ca 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacramental Preparation: Jenn Pashula | sacraments@ascensionparish.ca 
Baptism Preparation: Jenn Pashula | baptism@ascensionparish.ca 
Marriage Prep: William Abenes | marriageprepatascension@gmail.com 
RCIA: Rob Kehrig | robkehrig@gmail.com 
 

MINISTRIES 
Parish Council: Rodel Cenabre I rodelcenabre@gmail.com 
Finance Council: Christina Dao | c_dc_d@hotmail.com 
Building Fund: Mark Holland | markholland@shaw.ca  
Special Events Fundraising: Holly Davidson I hollyd@telus.net 
Art & Environment: Maria San Miguel | let@shaw.ca 
Ex-ord. Min. of Holy Communion: Nadia Oliverio | nadia.oliverio@shaw.ca 
Liturgical Ministries: Nadia Oliverio | nadia.oliverio@shaw.ca 
Lectors: Andrew Harich | harich0307@gmail.com 
Choirs: DeeDee Hedley | ddhedley@shaw.ca 
Sacristy Care: James Chuah | jameschuah10248@gmail.com  
Assist with Sacraments: DeeDee Hedley | ddhedley@shaw.ca 
Ushers: Richard Svoboda I ricsvo@shaw.ca 
Weekday Masses: Connie Raz | connieraz@gmail.com 
Ascension Communication Team (ACT) I samandrafo@shaw.ca 
 

LAY ASSOCIATIONS 
Catholic Women’s League: Twila Tayfel | cwl.ascension@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus: Phil Fitzgerald | gk10065@kofc.ab.ca 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Davina Janssens | ssvp.ascension@gmail.com 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Hamper Request | 587.755.3855 

MASS TIMES 
 

Weekday Masses 

Monday - Saturday: 9:00am 
 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 5:00pm & 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am; 10:00am; 12:00pm & 4:00pm 
 

Please Note: 

Registration is required to attend Mass in person. The link 
to register is on our Parish website. Dispensation from the  

Bishop to come to Holy Mass in person is still in place.   

Currently, our attendance is limited to 15% of our fire 
code capacity. 
 

Live Stream Mass 

Monday - Saturday: 9:00am 

Sunday: 10:00am 

FLOCKNOTE 
 

Keep in touch with us via email and 
text message! 

Text ACPYYC to 514.900.0130 

or connect with us online at 

ascensioncatholicparish.flocknote.com 
 

Sign up and stay connected! 

CONFESSIONS 
Fridays from 10 am — 12 noon  

Or by appointment 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Please call the office @ 403.275.2240.  
When prompted, press 2 for  

Fr. Avinash, press 3 for Fr. Adrian. 

UPDATE FOR MASS  
REGISTRATION 

STARTING APRIL 24 & 25 

Pre-register for Saturday 5pm & 7pm and  

Sunday 8am & 10am 

Walk-in registration only for  

Sunday 12pm & 4pm 

Doors will be closed when we reach  

maximum capacity 

Doors close 15 minutes prior to Mass 

Pastor’s Toolbox is a separate platform, 

independent from our website. If there are 
no spots available at the time of booking, 
please check back regularly as cancella-
tions occur frequently. We are not able to 
accept registration requests via emails to 
the office. 
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